FILED

‘ )' DEC 19 2024
L‘ Irvine Ranch Water District HUSH NGHYEN, GLERIGRECORDER
IRWD Notice of Exemption BY; G DEPUTY
To: ™ Orange County Clerk Recorder | Office of Planning and Research
County Administration South 1400 Tenth Street, Room 121
601 N. Ross Street Sacramento, CA 95814
Santa Ana, CA 92701
From: Irvine Ranch Water District

P.O. Box 57000
15600 Sand Canyon Avenue
Irvine, CA 92619-7000

PROJECT TITLE: Serrano Water District Transfer of Irvine Lake and Howiler Water Treatment Plant to Irvine Ranch
Water District
PROJECT LOCATION - Specific: See Figure 1: Irvine Lake Property and Conveyance Facilities
PROJECT LOCATION - City/County: Unincorporated Orange County, CA (Irvine Lake)
City of Orange, Orange County, CA (Howiler Water Treatment Plant)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Irvine Ranch Water District (IRWD) has entered into a Purchase and Sale Agreement
(PSA) with Serrano Water District (SWD), for the purchase and sale of all of SWD’s Irvine Lake property rights to IRWD,
including all rights appurtenant to the property (water, mineral, and recreation rights and all associated infrastructure and
related easements). The PSA also transfers to IRWD the Howiler Water Treatment Plant (HWTP) and SWD’s rights in
any untreated water conveyance facilities between Irvine Lake and the HWTP, including associated easements and rights
of way.
PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING PROJECT: Irvine Ranch Water District
PROJECT APPLICANT: Irvine Ranch Water District  PHONE: (949) 453-5300
EXEMPT STATUS: ™ Categorical Exemption: Class |, “Existing Facilities”, Section 15301

a Statutory Exemption:

O Other:
REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT: The transfer of the properties and related rights from SWD to IRWD as
contemplated in the PSA described above is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because the
actions will involve the continued use of existing facilities, with negligible or no expansion of use beyond that currently
existing, as authorized under the California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15301 (Class 1 “Existing
Facilities™). Class 1 exempts from CEQA review any project for the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing,
licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical
features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use beyond that existing at the time of the lead agency’s
determination. The PSA will transfer and assign to IRWD all of SWD’s property rights in Irvine Lake (Santiago Creek
Reservoir) land, water in storage, reservoir facilities, water rights, storage rights and recreation rights, and in the HWTP
and its related facilities. IRWD will maintain the existing operations with negligible or no expansion of existing or former
uses. [n addition, pursuant to Section 15300.2(c) and 15301 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, there are
no unusual circumstances in respect to the proposed project for which staff would anticipate a significant effect on the
environment.
STAFF CONTACT PERSON: Andy Uk, Environmental Compliance Analyst PHONE: 949-453-5326

A District Secretary December 19, 2024
Authorized Signature Title Date

21339318.2



1: Irvine Lake Property and Conveyance Facilities
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ORANGE COUNTY
CLERK-RECORDER
CEQA FILING COVER SHEET

THIS SPACE FOR CLERK’S USE ONLY

Complele and attach this form to each CEQA Notice filed with the County Clerk-Recorder
TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY

Project Title

Serrano Water District Transfer of Irvine Lake and Howiler Water Treatment Plant
to Irvine Ranch

Check Document being Filed:
O Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

O Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) or Negative Declaration (ND)
@ Notice of Exemption (NOE)

O Other (Please fil in type):

FILED

DEC 19 2024

HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER

BY; DEPUTY

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE ORANGE
COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER QN Pecember 19, 2024
Posted for i days

peputy RU

Filing fees are due at the time a Notice of Determination/Exemption is filed with our otfice.For more information
on filing fees and No Effect Determinations, please refer to California Cade of Regulations, Title 14, section 753.5.





